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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

Applicant(s) 
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Michael Dalakis 

2851 



Period for Reply rr J " ,c u " ve ' *" eei w,m we correspondence address - 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION { ' 

■ aS^S lnnoe V en t . h owe V e r , m a y a r ep, yb e« m e, yfi , ed 

Status 

1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 January 2003 . 
2a)(3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 C D 1 i 453 O G 21 3 

Disposition of Claims 

4) £3 Claim(s) 1-11 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-11 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)H The drawing(s) filed on 22 October 2001 is/are: a)S accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 !)□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) Q The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 


3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staqe 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attach ment(s) 

1) O Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) D Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 

U.S. Patents 


4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) Q Other; 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

Il!! i .?r ifi « ati0n , S, lf!l, COnd l lde WUh °" e ° r m ° re C ' aimS Particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 8 ad 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. In claim 8, the limitation "said both sides having said first battery 
contact member and said second battery contact member" is vague and indefinite. It is not clear 
what the term "having" means. In claim 1 1, the limitation "the first bending part is nearer the 
battery chamber than is the second bending part" is indefinite. It is not clear what "nearer" 
means. Does it mean nearer to the center, walls or ends of the battery chamber? 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale m this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-5 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Stanchus et al. (US Patent No. 5,842,071). Stanchus discloses a camera back including an 
opening for a battery formed therein (abstract). In particular, Stanchus discloses a cover 
(comprising at least covers 12 and 14) having conductive properties (column 3, lines 2-16) and 
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first and second battery contact members 86 and 96 coming in contact with negative and positive 
poles of the battery respectively. 

The first battery contact member includes an elastic arm 92 arranged to make contact 
with an inner wall of the cover (via conductive contact 96 secured to databack cover 14). 
Although not explicitly disclosed, it is understood that the contact members are made of thin 
metal as is notoriously well known in the art. The arm 92 is bent at a first bending part to extend 
or incline towards an attachment direction when the cover 14 is attached to the main body. 

Stanchus also discloses a battery chamber (72 and 76) mounted on the camera body that 
is partly arcuate in cross-section and has a rear open and both sides both sides closed with at least 
a portion of both contact members disposed on the sides of the battery chamber (see Figure 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
secbon 102 of this t.tle, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinal? skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 6-8, 10 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stanchus in view of Ono (US Patent No. 6,301,448). Stanchus discloses all that is claimed 
except for a second bending part formed in the arm portion of the first contact member so that 
the second bending part is farther from the battery chamber than the first bending part and 
contacts the inner wall of the cover to direct the tip of the arm away from the cover. Ono 
discloses a battery holding structure including a contact member arm portion 4A that includes a 
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first bending part (the beginning of hook 41A) and a second bending part (the crest of hook 41 A) 
wherein the tip of arm 4A is biased or directed away from the battery chamber cover 2A by the 
second bending part and wherein the second bending part contact the inner wall of the cover. It 
would have been obvious to utilize the contact member of Ono in the camera of Stanchus for the 
purpose of providing an electrically conductive back cover of a camera functioning as battery 
contact while minimizing any electrical noise. 


Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -8 have been considered but are moot i 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 


Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new grounds of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 


examiner should be directed to Michael Dalakis whose telephone number is 703.305.4021. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Russ Adams can be reached on 703-308-2847. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703.872.93 1 8 for regular 
communications and 703.872.9319 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703.872.9317. 


final action. 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 


MD 

March 25, 2003 



Russell adams 
supervisory patent examiner 
technology center 2800 


